Ford Motor Company Showroom

1444-46 South Michigan Avenue

Motor Row District

Exterior Rehabilitation and New Addition
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In 1905 pioneering auto manufacturer Henry Ford commissioned this two-story dealership at 1444-46 South
Michigan Avenue. It was one of the first Ford showrooms to be built outside of Detroit, Michigan, where the Ford
factory was located, and is the oldest surviving building in Chicago’s *Motor Row.” At a fime when automobiles
were hand-built with individually machined parts, Ford was revolutionizing car manufacturing by adopting the
use of standardized parts and assembly-line techniques. While in Chicago fo oversee the construction of his
building, Ford visited the meat packing plants af the Union Stockyards which showed him the potential of the
assembly-line process. Rehabilitating 1444-46 South Michigan Avenue involved extensive masonry restoration,
installation of a new storefront to match the original, and a new compatible side addition. Signage sympathetic
to the original Ford Showroom signage completes the project. The Motor Row District was designated a Chicago
Landmark on December 13, 2000.
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